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Decorative Gable and Eave
WP 2026-01 Framing Members

Technical Bulletin

Introduction

Many contemporary architectural styles incorporate
decorative exposed structural elements at gable ends and
roof overhangs, including outlookers, rafter tails, purlins,
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Prepared by: brackets, and decorative beams. These elements are

Laura Blaul typically not allowed by the Wildfire Prepared standards

Senior Wildfire Fellow because they extend beyond the exterior wall plane and
are constructed of combustible materials.

Applicable Standards: This Technical Bulletin clarifies when these architectural

Wildfire Prepared Home elements are acceptable for Wildfire Prepared designation.

and Multifamily
For purposes of this bulletin, "decorative gable and eave

Applicable Designation framing members" include outlookers, rafter tails, roof

Level: brackets, corbels, decorative beams, and similar exposed
o heavy wood architectural elements that project beyond the
- Wildfire Prepared exterior wall plane and are not intended to support
Home Enhanced occupiable spaces or combustible horizontal surfaces.
« Wildfire Prepared
Multifamily Requirements
Enhanced Decorative exposed wood roof elements are permitted

when all of the following conditions are met:

1. The member is solid wood or engineered mass
timber with a minimum actual thickness of 2 inches.
Nominal 2x lumber does not satisfy this requirement
because its actual thickness is typically 1%z inches.

2. The member is attached only to noncombustible
exterior wall cladding, such as fiber-cement, stucco,
masonry, stone, or other approved noncombustible
materials.

3. Any upward-facing or substantially horizontal
surface capable of collecting embers is protected
with a durable noncombustible cap, flashing, or
other approved noncombustible covering. The
covering shall fully protect the top surface from
direct ember accumulation and weather exposure.
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4. The member does not create concealed

Technical Bu"etin combustible cavities or other locations where
embers can accumulate or become trapped.
WP 2026-01 5. The roof assembly, soffits, and eave construction

otherwise comply with all applicable Wildfire

Prepared requirements.

6. The member is not part of an attached deck,
pergola, trellis, arbor, or other horizontal structure
intended to support combustible materials or
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For purposes of Wildfire Prepared, solid wood decorative
PP roof elements are permitted provided they meet the
Wildfire Prepared Home requirements above and are constructed and installed in
and Multifamily . .

accordance with this standard.

Applicable Standards:

Applicable Designation

Level: Accordingly, these architectural elements do not constitute

a non-compliance when installed in accordance with this
« Wildfire Prepared bulletin.

Home Enhanced . ofs _ae
. Wildfire Prepared Compliance Verification

Owners must provide one of the following:
1. Approved construction plans identifying the decorative
members and material specifications; or
2. Field verification confirming:
o Solid wood construction
o Actual member dimensions demonstrating a
minimum thickness of 2 inches
o Minimum member dimensions
o No hollow decorative wraps
o Installation consistent with approved plans

Multifamily
Enhanced

Excluded From This Allowance

The following materials and architectural elements do not
qualify for the allowance provided by this bulletin. Where
used, they must otherwise comply with the applicable
Wildfire Prepared requirements:

e Decorative foam beams or corbels

e Hollow box beams

e Plastic or composite decorative members
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Applicable Standards:

Wildfire Prepared Home
and Multifamily

Applicable Designation
Level:

« Wildfire Prepared
Home Enhanced

« Wildfire Prepared
Multifamily
Enhanced

e Pergolas

e Arbors

o Trellises

e Attached shade structures

e Combustible projections intended to support vegetation

Engineering Determination

Solid dimensional lumber decorative roof members have a
lower ignition susceptibility and substantially greater burn-
through resistance than thin combustible components.
Based on engineering evaluation of their wildfire
performance, these members are considered an
acceptable architectural feature and do not require
replacement solely for Wildfire Prepared designation.
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