
Download the
 How-To Prepare Checklist 
at wildfireprepared.org 

to get started. 

 

SCIENCE-BASED
PROTECTION 
STARTS WITH YOU.

During large wildfire 
events, homes may 
need to withstand 
ember storms without 
immediate firefighting 
response. Preparing the 
home and surrounding 
property in advance can 

significantly reduce the 
chance of ignition.

The Wildfire Prepared 
Home program translates this 

science into clear, practical actions 
homeowners can take to strengthen 
their property and reduce wildfire risk. 
Developed by the Insurance Institute 
for Business & Home Safety (IBHS), the 
program focuses on the vulnerabilities 
that research shows most often lead to 
home ignition.

Because wildfire exploits the weakest 
link, mitigation is most effective when 
multiple vulnerabilities are addressed 
together—including the roof, building 
features, and defensible space pathways. 
The program offers two designation 
levels that reflect increasing levels of 
protection:

•	 Base Level — Essential Protection
Focuses on protection from wind-blown 
embers, the leading cause of home 
ignitions. Most existing homes can be 
retrofitted to achieve the Base level.

•	 Plus Level — Enhanced 
Protection
Builds on the Base level by adding 
protection against flames and radiant 
heat. This level is often achieved during 
new construction or major exterior 
renovations.

Take science-based, proven steps 
to reduce wildfire risk to your 

home and property.

 wildfireprepared.org

https://wildfireprepared.org/homeownerguide/
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